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Worthy Sirs, 7 
T He Providence of God having ſp wonderfully interpoſed,and by ſuch depy 
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ite and ſteps ſo wiſely diſplayed it ſelf in the diſcovery of thoſe dark and dy 
ifs contrivances of our reftleſs Advarſaries, again't the true. Peace, Happineſs 
[1-1 Religion of this Nation ; I think therefore we all of us are bound to do nothing oil 
i may provoke thi; good God againſt us,nor yet that may firengthen our Enemies hal 
"> that are ſo ready to be lift up to our deftruRtion, and-whatſcever it i that may ſecul# 
if us from the machinations or affaults of Rome , I think, ought to be eſteemed and bs 


natired by us. And thereſore I canyot but wonder at one yhing, which I find too cond 
mot" both in City and Country 3 #1d-that is 2 very great forwardneſs to undernif 
the Gredit, and blaſt the Reputation of the preſent Biſhops, You can ſcarce ſtep inc; 
ny great Companies of men, bne one or 'other 7s venting his diſpl.aſure againſt thy 
Reyereud perſcns3 and one ſtory oy ether, wheieby either cheir perſons or their F\y Þ 
ions are ſtruck at , myſt help to make the Diſconeſes of publick Houſes pleaſant y *iÞ 


EnTfalnmnmg, «2 
Now or ſhould be the meaning of all this, [ cannot cell, unleſs roo- many v6 af 
ed by the Jeſuits fill, why would make you believe they are factheſt from them. 1 cy 
certainly nothing can make way ſconer for thoſe Sons of Cruelty and Slaughter, ax ® 
.For that Church , whoſe Garments have been fo ofren died in the blood of Chriſti *M 
than the ruine of this Church which we have by Taw eſtablifhed; and nothing can woil 
—=Thac ruineſooner than cither taking away the. Order of Biſhops , or elſe by diſhonor, $$ 
"***Bieand unworthy refle&ions rendring them uſeleſs. Do buraccompliſh this once, an 
You have done that work your ſelves, which the Sopbiſters.of &, Omers for my ** 
—— By years have been Plotting and endeavouring. - Fhis is (of very plain to all wie me, "3 
— thar ] wonder any man that inſinuates into the minds of others litcle opinions and © 
> —Eoughts of the Biſhops , is not afraid of being ſeized upon 35 a Romſh Priet , and a} 
zPound over co the Seſſions, till he hath given ample ſatisfationto the Miniſters of Goh, F 
Ferpment that he is an honeſt Proteſtans, aud not 2 erafty Brother, And he that con 
gers the ways whereby the confufions of the laſt times were uſhered on, apd by whe OI 
- *\. Ilteamentcs thoſe diſtraftions were contified,he will not want many Arguments to per. "3 
= Tuade him, that thoſe perſons, let them be who they will, that at this time endeavour? 
; + £0 deftroy the Government of the Thurch,are enemies to the Proteſtant Religion; kN 
— = uader the mack and diſguiſe of big an-1 glucering peetences for the Kinzdom of the $ 


= Lord Jeſus , are opening the doors for ſwarms of Rowf# Emiſſaries to:come i: bs 
= Andtherefore that may offec my licthe mite to the Corban , and according tomy SY 
malt abilicy contribute towards the peace of the Nation, and the contiu.:ance of our #& 
Boi cellent Religion amongſt us, I have ma !e bo'd' co addreſs my (elf to you , worthy 288 
= Cmzens, as perſons whoſe Example and Carriage very much influence the whole King' 
_ com, and to beg of you, if you have any hononr for that Retigivn you ſeem fo 2e:- fd 
$8880; that you would brayrbeart and difcouricenance all thoſe ſerrer whiſperings Þ 
alt t.1e Biſhops; and though there may be ſome failures in them, as what man lives 3 

we or fome miſtakes in cheir Judgments, and who is fo perfe& as to be iree 
them ? yet co conſider that it is dire&ly contrary to the tafety of the Nation, to ® 
ravate their taulcs, to lefſen their Authority , or to vilifie their perſoas 3 and you 
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_ proved ateſſary t0 be maintained, | Og » V+ 4 
F ot gratifie our Enetr.ies more , nor give them greater occaſions of cejoicing , zoe | 
degier hop:s of ſucceeding in their black delignes, than by ſo doing, | 
d (And if you ſhould ack me, upon what account crouble you with this Scribble, and 
neſ We Reaſons I can give for my Afﬀettion ,and upon what ſcore I am my {elf fo ten- 


ng th + | 26d would have You all too, of the Honour and Kepuration borh of the Order of 
$ han Wale opac y and the perſons of the Biſhops themſelves? Ll anſwer in theſe pai ticulars, 

ſecy Firſt , it is very apparent to any man chat oonliders well, that the Proteſtant Reli- 
nd (MH is concerned in the preſene Honour and Reputation of the Biſhops, and in keep- 
» coofM&vpſuch an Order of men, Aud bad Tno other Reaſon to convince me of this, than 
rm; Wconfiant endeavours of the Romaniſts to overthrow this Government, I think ic 


inc, 1d be ſufficient, For if the ſeveral informations we receive from thoſe, who have 
ch Wb infiruments to carry on the wicked Plots ofthis refileſs people, be true, & which 
Fg A give upon their return into the Boſome of our Church, chen am I ſure che main 
t of Eire whereby they hope cocompaſs their ends, 15 by the ſubverſion of the Church- 
"G&rcrnment,as it is eſtabliſhed by Law.And what hands they bad in the diſturbanc.$ of 
ex Eaſt ynnacural War, in order to chis very thing, he mult be very careleſs in his vb- 
Wy 2 er ations, that is not acpuainted with. And therfore for Proteſtants at this time £6 ins 
"AiWate any thing of like nature, wr ery argues more zeal than Judgment, more anger 
the Nations good. 


ag Revenge, than a ſtudious purſhic © 


*©Bae further *tis worthy our wore ſerious thoughts to conſider that the prefent ins" 
"Weſt of our Relig'on lies in our Union with one another, and our ſtrength lies in the 
" weft and greateſt Body of the Nation, Now I would fain konw what conjun&ion ef 
nm, Forces can be cxpe&ed from any other ſort of men, in contradiſtinQion to thoſe who 
22re members of that Church, whole Cauſe I am now defending. Alas, deſtroy but chis 

; "6nce, and we find the greatcR part of the other men abound with different ſeatimenes:; | an, 

even about thoſe Principles upcn which they ought to ſettle; and not twenty of thera * | BER) 


*Efabliſhment ? : 

' $3Z* And what muſt become of that Cauſe which our Forefathers purchaſed with "their 

' {Mood and prayers at this rate? Alas, he that hath but half an.eye may ſee. For when 

R —# tent are made : and the Fence laid open, the Wild Boars of the Foreſt, and 

' he greedy Foxes will have their full opportunity of devouring fornothing in this-june | 

 Qtice of time ( 3s far,as I can apprehend things ) can keep them out , but conſerving” { 
Ze Honour and Reputation of our Church, a Church made up of as wiſe and Eear-"" "> / 
"Zed men , conſidering the number, as any Church in Ezrope 3 and who have labored © Me - 
Hoch in Preſs and Pulpit , with as great irength of Argumentsand zeal todefend cheir-» une 

*Kfother againſt Encroachments and Ulurpations of the Church of Rome, a5 any mengy; ne 

theſe Weſtern parts ofthe: worlds and thou yt there may be ſome ſcabbed and rozto nee 
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©, necellity fall wich it themſelves, becauſe they are nct an equal ballanceto the Popiſh 


V lent Pa l:awene with a.g00u underffanding of one ancther, 1 ſhall never tear the en-- 


\ p< > —wkezn others ſtand ready to cake the advantage of the vacanc 
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4 Epiſcopal Government, 8c; 


ten ſheep among them,idle and debauched perſons that have crept into places of truf 
and charge, yet that 1s a thing ton times more eaſily carable than the repairing th 
loſs of this Church can be.by any oth:r pretended Diſcipline whatſoever, And in ſho 
if the Preferments of the Nation were better diſpoſed of, and all Patrons won!d tak; 
that care their duties oblige them to, namely to preſent men mare for Worth, an; 


les ſor ſomething el/e that might be named, I believe we ſhould not have half th 


een 
= ' ” 


complaints of this Kind, nor indeed, half the Reafons for them af 
+ Secondly, It is evident that thofe perſons who endeavour to undermine the repats "* 
tion of the Biſhops and the being of che Church; by ſuch private whiſpers and infinu. tt 
ations, are more aCted by revenge and Sedition,than either true principles of Religion *< 
or elfe of Policy. | BE Lao tw. = P 
As for R:lig1on, I am certain, truly weighed and _ underfioed, it cannot beat ** 
the bottom of thele wild undertakings,for what would men have in order to ſtore their 3 
minds with the neceſſary principles of Relizion, or in order to put themſelves upon ac.# 
ing, according tO the ſeveral obligations of it, thatthis Church doth not afford ? all © 
men agree that her Dofrines are found, pure ftreams flowing from the unmuddie4 i ! 
Fountain of ho!y Scriptures, and moſt agree that her Prayers are good and wholſom, i « 


and ſcarce to be quarrelled with upon any other account than that they are digeſted 
into Forms ſuitable to the ſeveral neceſſities of people meecing together in pablick 
Aſſemblies. And as for her Ceremonies they are things in which the people are (ov 
little concerned, ſetting aſide that of Kneeling at the Sacrament, that I wonder any. 
perſon ſhould leave our Church upon that account. And as Religion cannot be in © 
"this delign, ſo am I ſure Policy hath as lictle ſhare in ie, true and honeſt Policy wheres | * 
- by men do really purſe the peace and happineſs of the Kingdom. ts it policy to 
weaken our own hands in order to firengthen thoſe of our Butcher-like Enemies? Is © © 
_itpolicy co pull down, before we know what to. ſet up in the room thereof? nay ,* 


n $ yy in order to bring in. 
3E< own abominable Idolatries and Superſtitions 2 Is it policy to aſpetſe and load © 


wich calumnies ſuch men, with whoſe downfal the whole Order of the Priefthood is. 
Tiketo {ink,in point of Efteem and Repuration amongſt the common people; Is it 
2 Policy to purſue the ſaine methods, to uſe the fame arts, by wiiich in the memory of # 
© many of you, the Kingdom hath been once deſtroyed already? For Gods ſake, Gentle- 
men, conſider ſeriouſly, and remember that when you are put upon hears and paſſions % 
- againſt this Venerable Order, you are bitFools and Inſtruments to a company of Je-- | 
" ging people who expe the Spoil, and will give you the leaſt (hare thereof; nay , 
of men, who when they have ruined the preſent Government of the Church muſt upon 


Intereſt confidered in its members at iome,and its Intereſt abroad, A. Kefle&:on which 
> methinks ſhowld inflience any man, who gives himſelf leiſure to fic down, and impar- 
tially to debare things with cool and retired thought:, and which I cannot doubt 

> at all, will influence thoſe worthy Patriots that now. fit at the Heim, not to counte- 

* nance any thang , bur what indeed, tends to atrue Reform-tion, ani a ſettling of us 

"upon foch a Balis as will by laſting to our Pcſterity for many Generations. And what- 

— —Toever men vf Common wealth Principles may expect (for certain!y theſe are the bufie. 
$5 


" Agent; a64inftihe Biſhops at thi: tiite ) ver fo long as God blefles the King and P1 E= 
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Proved neceſſary to be maintained, ; E 
' 


couragement of any- principles or actions that tend to ruine the Biſhops,or that Church | 
they preſide in. ; 

Thirdly,.It is apparent that no other Church-Government is ſo ſuitable tothe tem 
per and Reaſon too, of the greateſt part of the people of England, conſidered as made 
up either of Gentry or Commonalty, and this not withſtanding all the boaſts and pre- 
rences of men angry with the Governmentof the King and Church, I darebe bold to 
aſſert,and am ſure that I am not miſtaken in it; and truly I ſhould very much wonder ir 
would be otherwiſe, conſidering what vaſt diſappointments they met withall from 
the Government of Presbytery, when it was ſet up, and how ſoon it b:came unecaſie 
to them, and with what rage and zeal they threwit off their ſhoulders upon the firſt op- 
portunity. AndlI have obſerved that the greateſt part of thoſe people that are ſo forward 
toleſſen theEReem of Biſhops, yet generally declaim againſt this Government, as worle, 
according, as they phraſe ir, than what they are at preſent under. 

And as for Independency, not one perſon of an hundred, either knows what it iszor 
defixes to enter into Itz and fo for all other ſubordinate Secs, Where then muſt lie the 
Body of this people, cither in point of ſabſiance or of Number? why certainly in the 
Chutch cf England, and though 1 zcknowledge a great many perſons wiſh fome {mall 
abater.ents and regulations, yet in the main they remonſtrate toany change of the Go» 
vernment, conſidered in its main andtf{:ntial Conſtitution, The Nobility and Gentry 
(and that which gives a great advantage to this Church, thoſe of them that have made 
the greateſt improvement by their ſtudy and converſation) do moſt, wasgoing to fay, .. 
almoſt all run this way; they underſtand fo well the Antiquity of thisOcder,the necethity- 4 
of it to keep people within their proper bounds, &c. that though they may now and 177 
then be diſplcaſed at ſome particular ations of men cloathed with this great and holy |=” 


"2 Character, yet by no means will give the leaft aſſent to an alieration of the Governmene |.” 


itſelf. They know very well that a confiderab!cRevenue is neceſſary to keepup the At 
© thority and Reſpect of theſe Reverend perſons in thoſe ſeveral places which are alotted* a 
to their Spiritual Government; and therefore I am confident; the Body of theſe great F272 p 
Worthies are {o far from Rcbbing the Church of what is leff, that for the good of the Timmy! = 
Nation,. the hon-our of the Church, and encouragement of Religion and Learalings [NY #Fh 
they ſtand ready and prepared to make all {caſonable additions. And ſolong as Lean no 
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ing, and generous and unmixt principles have any hearing in the world, I ſhall never. 48 
doubt but thus it will be, 1%. MW 

And as for the Commonalty, I am ſure we have, take the Nation in general, ten that 5 DIG 
come conſtantly without any difſatisſationor (cruple to our Pariſh-Churches, to one Ks UL 
that creeps into the ccrners of S:paration; and it the people were not indulged in floth +2 


xF Eziſcapal &:terument, feces | | 


-<(bip as Doves to the Windows: I have now and then given my(elFthe pleaſure of tri. 
. velling intomany Countries of this Nation, and have always found, where there hath 
been a diligent Preacherg who hath joined prudence and ſobriety of Life to his DoCtcine, 
he hath never wanted reſpe& for his Pcrſony nor company at his Sermons. And I an 
confident, ſhould either Presbytery or Independency be countenarced in the Nation, 
and brought into Pariſhes, not half the people would attend upon the Minitteries cf 
ſuch mengas they do now, where the Ordinances of God are adminiftred by a truc Son 
. of the Church cfErgland, whoſe converſation is firic, & labours conftant. And'l tind in 
my Diſcourſes with the greateft part of thoſe, who ſecm inclinable to favour perſons of 
a different ſtamp from thoſe who have ſworn to the Government, that their difſatisfaGti« 
ons are not founded in Princip'esabut in ſome other accidental rhings, which are too 
apt to govern all thoſe whole education hath not given them the advantage of improy« 
ing their Reaſon ſo far as to underſtand things t hat differ. | 
Fourthly, It is evident that thoſe perſons who now run from place to place to inſinu. 
ate: Jealoulics and ſuſpicions into the minds of people againſt this ſacred Order of men, 
arc either Sons of, or Relations to thoſe, who had an hand in the diftraRions of the lalt 
Civil War 3 and upon. that ſcore are to be looked upon as perſons carrying on a De- | 
ſign, and Cactificing the publick good to their own private malice vr protits Look | 
through the City, and then walk into the Country abroad, and if you find not this 
true in the main, | dare venture the loſs of whatſoever is dear to me. Yea, many of 
thoſe themſelves who ſate upon the high places of the Earth, and poſſeſſed the Inheri- 
-tances of the. Biſhops, are yet alive, hankerivg after, and longing for their former unjuti 
Fenty and abundance,, and no doubt upon that account are very ready to propagate þ 
any ſtory, to encourage any principle or undertaking, whereby theſe ends may be ac- 
. compliſhed. Others of them are the Children of ſuch, and cannot believe but that their L. 
_ Fai L1CrS Right and Title to thoſe Lands were good 5 and that they themſelves were LY 
— wronged when they returned to their firſt and true Proprietors, (ſo vain and fond a 
> =Creature is man where his intereſt is concerned) and thercfore they caſt a lowring cye 
; pon thoſe brave Manſions, and detire nothing, more than the opportunity of 2 ſecond 
=> game, which.certainly is half begun, when they have by idle tales and ridiculous io- 
-  xtes readicd the Biſhops uſe!cſs and burthenſome, and raiſed thoſe animoſities in the 
- common peoples minds againſt ther, which dilpoſe-them to uſe all indire& mcans and 


- courſes to pull them down, and to lirip them of all thoſe bleflings which the picty of 
L.- > Former Apes inveſted them withall- ; 
#7 Go : 4 0 = N 
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proved neceſſary to be maintained, 


And therefore if you would conſult the happineſs of the Nation, always hearken ta. + © | 
the advice of wiſe and prudent perſons, men of inttgrity and. known honeſty, who pay 
zeſpet to theGovernment out of confci:nee & not delignzand then you may be certain. 

heſe ſubtile craff{men will fail in their ends,and find their expeQations fruſtrated. 

Laſily, It is very evident the Biſhops do not deſerve thele (evere reficions that by 

ore men are made upon themz and that thoſe who make them) take things cicher 
pon truſt, or are commanded by prejudice, or elſe, which is very hard, will not a!low.- 
em the priviledge which every Commoner in England claims to himfclf, to wit, mo=-- 

Jeftly-and with Argument to contend tor thoſe things which they in their judgments 

xlicve to be derived to them from many preceding Generations, 

1 hove nothiag to do to preſume to ſtate the late difference bet wixt the Biſhop: an 1 the 
onourable Houle of Commons, my defign is not to offend, but pray for all Colle&ive 
odics of men, who are conlulting and endeavouring the Kingdon s- welfare. And 140 
rofcſs my ſelf contented with whatever they ſhall agree together for theChutches ſafety . 
pugh it be by the Biſhops quitting any priviledge which they might have good ground 
believe their Anceſtors did enjoy. All thatI have to ay ( if fome of theſe priv.te 
hiſperers might have their will ) theſe Learned men muſt not be allowed that Judg-, 

tent of Diſcretion the Protefiant Religion ſo highly and defervedly contends for; bat if 
reſently they comply not with things propoſed, a faAious ſort of people muſi run vp 
down declaiming againſt them as Enemies to the Kingdom, as favourers of Popery,fe . 

e like. Now is not this very ſevere, as well as-wicked? Is jt any crime modelily to 

T:rt, and learnedly to argue for thoſe things they believe are entailed by Law and. + +» 
@ſ\t»m upon them, and afterwards to ſabmic to the firongelt Reaſon, whether witty 
cm or agaioft thein. Certainly this is. demonſtration that they are men of princi> - 

es, &the more upor; that account to be truſted with any conſultation wherein the haps. #7; 

nels of the nation is corcerred for is tamely & without anycorfideration they ſhould FR 
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tizens, is it prudence or honeſty inyou to be drawn by ſuch ſlight artifices into a cone. RT 
pt of that Order of men, whoſe Right ſtands upon'as good a hottom- as the houſes: wu 
dwell in, or the Lands you pofleſs, who have more to ſay for themſelves frot | 

tuquity, than avy government that was ever yet ſet up; and who are men uſually of - 4 
#Learning and equal Picty. TheApofile teaches us'a better Leſſon, whenhe adviſes. F 


_ 


to receive an accuſation againſt an Elder. urdcr two/ors three witnelles, and were: 
ſparing of our cenſurcs, till we had fuch an cvidence, ] am ſare the” Blhops would ay 
In Or cr of mcn as we'l be'oved,ard as ſeldom ſpoke evil of as any men in thexKinge=y 
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Epoſcopal Goverment, &c3 HE 
And therfore for a concluſion, after Thave begged you to believe, what Tmy ſelf am afſurt 
of that this Paper flows from an heart full of Love and Honour fur your ſelves and glyriour Gi 


ty, I ſay let me inireat you ab, as you bave a deſire to keep the Proteſtant Religion amongſt you” 


flill , as you would be ſo united that you may be able to refift Foraign Forces , or lay inwari 
Inſurrefions, do not weaken your ſelves by ſuch enurſes as theſe are : for confident I amy le 
men ſay wht they will , and fanſie what times they pleaſe , if their beloved Models coul: 
once take place , that if the Government of the Church in its main and efſential party, ar 
it now (tands by Law eſtabliſhid, be once deſolated and ruined , England would preſently 
turn to its antient ſizvery and bondage, and ] fear the Popes Legates would come in among|t 
us with more freedom than the wicked Jeſuits new run away with fear;, and therefore, 
beſeech you , bethink your ſelves in time ( thoſe | mean, who are too afs is tals bad impreſ- 
fron) and if any man in Coffe-bouſes, or any other places of publick, Concourſe load your ears 
with tories againſt the Biſhops, or thiir Government, ſuſve@ hiaz a; 6 Romilh Emiſſary, and 
reprove him as oe who defigus the Kingdoms and gb arches ruine, I bave no more i" ſay, but 
wiſh bir liitle Paper may be read without rejugce, + and ſeriouſly refleFed upon in your 
calm retitements ; andthen ] do nit doubt Yr, will believe T am what 1 ſubſcribe my 


ſelf, A Paſſi mate Lover of the Proteftant Raligion , a true and hearty Friend to the Citizen 


. ani City of London, an1 deſire 9 live no longer than I continse.ſog 


wel 


